DRAP 10%

Georgetown Water Conservation




Reducing water used for lawn and landscape irrigation
provides many benefits.

e Saves money
* Helps the environment
e Improves drinking water quality



Georgetown Water Rates

Quarterly Water Usage Water Rate
0-2,500 cu ft $3.95 per 100 cu ft
2,600 - 5,000 cu ft $4.95 per 100 cu ft
over 5,000 cu ft $5.95 per 100 cu ft

The more water you use, the higher your water rate.



Water use surges in summer when water is scarcest.



The Parker River is classified as “Highly Stressed” by
the Massachusetts Water Resources Commission.



Threatened Blanding’s turtles need water too.



Georgetown’s municipal well water must be treated. As
demand for water peaks in summer, it becomes more
difficult to purify it.



In 2008, Georgetown’s
municipal water supply
wells pumped 99% of their
DEP allocation.



Water conservation has assured reliable water supply in the Boston
area, and saved energy needed for water and wastewater treatment.



My hometown of Sharon is conserving over 100 million gallons
a year, saving over $70,000 in power and chemicals alone.



Water use efficiency
can be greatly improved
with no compromise

In quality of life.



Up to 70% of the water used for lawn irrigation is lost to
evaporation, depriving the environment of water in
summer when it is needed the most.

Excessive lawn irrigation can lead to fungal diseases
such as red thread.



My lawn looks great most of the year with no irrigation.
Natural rainfall averages almost an inch a week.



| feed my lawn in early
spring with weak organic
fertilizer that provides
diverse nutrients and builds
the moisture-holding
capacity of the soill.

| add some 10-10-10 to
stimulate growth, and lime
to neutralize acid rain (this
also helps me see where
I've already applied
fertilizer).

April showers take care of
the rest.



Organic content boosts the
moisture-holding capacity of the
soll.

| use a mulching mower with a
sharp blade, and cut the grass
tall (3”). | leave grass clippings
and shredded leaves on the
lawn to decompose and nourish
earthworms.

Earthworms fertilize and aerate
the soil, so | avoid pesticides. If
grubs become a problem, | use
non-toxic milky spore.



Excess nutrients can
cause pollution in nearby
streams and ponds, so |
don’t apply more
fertilizer than the grass
can take up.

My weak mix of organic
fertilizer, 10-10-10 and
lime contains about 5%
nitrogen. | apply about
20 Ibs. per 1,000 square
feet, which means about
1 Ib. of nitrogen per
1,000 square feet.



By August, the grass is tired of growing and | am tired
of mowing. It's a good time to go on vacation!



In September, | fix any bare spots and overseed with drought-
tolerant, deep-rooted native grass seed. | cover the seed with a
thin layer of loam and peat moss to hold moisture. Seedling
grass must be kept moist for the first month, but cooler weather
and autumn rain reduce the need for supplemental watering.



A second application of weak organic fertilizer and lime in
early fall improves soil and strengthens turf for next year.



Only drought-tolerant grass survives in my yard. The
roots are deep as a result of chasing moisture after rain
storms. Tall, thick turf crowds out most of the weeds.



Over the years | have added lots of compost to the garden
soll, which holds moisture. Rain buckets and watering cans
are all | need to keep the garden growing.



Summary

« Organic matter in the soil holds moisture, so leave the clippings
and shredded leaves to decompose on the lawn.

* Apply weak organic fertilizer and lime in early spring and early fall
to encourage healthy growth.

e Cut the grass tall (3”) with a sharp mower blade.
» Avoid pesticides that kill beneficial worms.

A period of dormancy in late summer is natural. Well-established
turf will green up again in fall. Don’t try to fight nature’s rhythms.

e Drought-tolerant native grasses can make a beautiful lawn without
Irrigation, saving money and helping the environment.



